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Fri., Sept. 13, 5:45 pm, TJC Kabbalat Shabbat, with Rabbi Judith HaLevy
Sat., Sept. 14, @ TJC. 9:30 am, Shabbat prayer service. 10:30 am Torah study.
Fri., Sept. 20, B’nai Shalom Shabbat. Volunteer to host?
Sept 27, 5:30 pm, Eretz Shalom Cemetery clean-up.
Sun., Sept. 29, 7:30 pm. Erev Rosh Hashanah service, at TJC. 
Mon., Sept 30, 10 am-1 pm, Rosh Hashanah morning service, at TJC.
Mon. Sept. 30, 3 pm, Tashlich at the Fred Baca Park & Wetland Trail (301 Camino del Medio). 
Tues., Oct. 1, 8:30 am, Rosh Hashanah, Hike the Gorge Rim trail from the Visitor’s Center. 

10:00 am - noon. Service at a shelter in the park.
Note: Yom Kippur services are being held at the spacious Sagebrush Inn Conference facilities. 

(Drive to the rear of the hotel property. Building on the right.) 
Tues., Oct. 8, Kol Nidre. 7:30 pm (Please arrive on time.)
Wed., Oct. 9, Yom Kippur. 10:00 am - 1:00 pm, Morning service

3:30 - 4:30 pm, Sharing our Memories. 
5:00 pm, Yizkor, followed by Neilah prayers| 
7:00 pm, Havdalah and catered Break-fast at the Sagebrush Inn ($10/pd in advance)

Fri.,Oct. 18, 5:45 pm, TJC Kabbalat Shabbat, with Rabbi Judith HaLevy
Sat., Oct. 19, @ TJC. 9:30 am, Shabbat prayer service. 10:30 am Torah study.
Sun.,Oct. 20, 3:00 pm, Sukkot gathering, at the home of Bette Myerson. See p.9.
Fri., Nov. 8. Note: The Taos Jewish Center, led by Rabbi Judith HaLevy, is hosting the NM Jewish 
Historical Society for our Friday night service.  Rabbi Judith will be the keynote speaker for the 
conference on Saturday. (Details to follow.)
Fri., Nov. 15, B’nai Shalom Shabbat. Volunteer to host?

TJC High Holidays and Autumn Schedule
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Notes from the President
Several years ago, the Chaverim of Taos Jewish Center were formed from a 
group of volunteers interested in assisting our older members and others in 
need of assistance with transportation and needs in and around their living 
quarters. This group assisted several of our TJC and community members, but 
was hampered by lack of internal resources and coordination. 
Approximately 1 year ago, a new organization was started in Taos,TENT, Taos 
and Neighbors Together, modeled on the “Village” concept. This organization 
has been led by TJC member Bette Myerson and includes other community 
members such as Marianne Furedi. This organization consists of people 
knowledgeable of the assets and resources in the community and has developed 
the infrastructure to connect people to them. They also supply volunteers to 
provide transportation and assistance with chores and needed maintenance 
around the house.
About one year ago, soon after TENT became functional, a Jewish Federation 
program to assist Holocaust survivors branched out to Santa Fe. At the TJC, 
we became very interested in this program at the same time we were exploring 
how to establish a relationship with TENT. We invited Zach Benjamin, at that 
time the Executive Director NM Jewish Federation, to come to Taos as the 
guest speaker at our fall membership luncheon. The luncheon was attended 
by over 40 interested people. Mr. Benjamin gave an excellent presentation 
about the Federation program and presented many interesting ideas to the 
membership as to how to approach creating a program to assist those in need 
in the community and how to join forces with existing organizations to avoid 
duplicating programs and be more efficient.
As many of you know, we have been a recipient of Jewish Federation funding 
for programming at the TJC for many years. This year we coordinated with 
TENT and through the efforts of Bette Myerson, Marianne Furedi and Karen 
Kerschen we were able to submit a grant and receive funding through the 
federation for $2500. This money will be used to initiate services for our needy 
members, single and family, with TENT. Information may be obtained by 
contacting any Board member.

Neal Friedman, Board President
Editor’s POV
Death touched our Taos Jewish community recently, with the passing of Roger 
Lerman and Ron Kalom, two esteemed and learned men of action. Roger was 
one of the founders of Eretz Shalom, Taos’s Jewish cemetery. Through his efforts 
we have a superb library spanning Jewish knowledge from children’s books to 
contemporary thought to religious publications. Before there was the TJC, 
Taos Jews met as a Minyan, led by a scholar, Ron Kalom.
Much of this issue of HaKol is informed by knowledge of them and their 
broader concerns. Some wonderful stories. With their passing, we miss their 
voices and their involvement and look to honor their memory. 
Community-wise, TJC membership shifts -- people depart, new residents 
arrive, familes grow. In these troubling times, with anti-Semitism more freely 
expressed (even here),  we look to gather as contemporary Jews mindful of 
safeguarding our heritage.
There’s much planning and labor behind the scenes to bring together the 
gatherings we look forward to. We welcome and encourage your engagement 
-- don’t be shy -- your participation in the TJC and B’nai Shalom makes for a 
stronger community. In fact, we have need of help in web content maintenance 
(WIX interface). If you’ve the skill and interest to pitch in, please contact us.

Karen Kerschen, HaKol Editor

The Taos Jewish Center  is dedicated 
to fostering a positive 
Jewish identity, by 
providing programs 
and services that 
enrich the lives of the 
people it serves in 

northern New Mexico. The TJC 
is open to all who wish to explore 
and participate in these experiences 
that reflect and incorporate Jewish 
ethics, culture and observances.
Board of directors 
Neal Friedman, President 
Lucy Melamed,  Vice President
Jay Levine, Treasurer
Barbara Crews, Secretary
Nancy Glaxon-Harris, Membership 
Karen Kerschen
Roxanne Preston
Bruce Ross 
Michael Stoetzel
Richard Wallach

HaKol, The Voice, is a community 
newsletter published quarterly by 
the Taos Jewish Center. 
Karen Kerschen, Editor and Designer
Roberta Lerman, Copy Editor 
Richard Wallach, Photographer 
Jay Levine, Proofreader 
contriButors in this issue: 
Gary Atias, Diane Friedman, Neal 
Friedman, Bruce Grossman, Rabbi 
Judith HaLevy, Karl Halpert, Karen 
Kerschen, Roberta Lerman, Beth 
Levine, Joan Logghe, Bette Myerson, 
Lucy Melamed, Camille Ovitz, 
Ben Shahn, Richard Wallach. 
To be on our mailing list, contact: 
    HaKol, Taos Jewish Center   
    1335 Gusdorf Rd, suite R  
    Taos, NM 87571  
    Tel. 575-758-8615 
    Email: tjc@newmex.com 
To submit brief articles, reviews, 
poetry, images, recipes, items of 
interest to our community, contact 
the Editor directly --   
   Karen Kerschen 
   Email:  kkerschen@gmail.com 
   Tel. 505-583-2180
Copyright 2019, Taos Jewish Center. 
All rights reserved.
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RABBI’S COUNSEL Where is the Hope?

The world seems to be a dangerous place right now. 
We are challenged daily, as both Americans and 
Jews, to make sense of a news cycle that is jarring 
at every turn. After a penetrating discussion on 
the weekend of Tisha B’Av, someone asked: Rabbi, 
where is the hope? 
As a people in exile for over 2,000 years, we have 
only survived through faith and hope- that is the 
meaning of HaTikvah.  But hope alone would not 
have been sufficient for us to survive as the Jewish 
People. We needed a roadmap, a rulebook to guide 
our steps. That guidebook is our Torah.
There are seven weeks from Tisha B’Av to Rosh 
Hashanah, which always correspond with Moses’s 
final instructions to the Israelites before they enter 
the land. Ekev Tishmaon, the portion begins. If only 
you will listen to these rules and observe them carefully. 
We are guided at each step- if only we listen.
Last month, I had the opportunity to experience 
this personally. 
I was at 10,000 feet along the Cucharas River, 
hiking in the San Francisco Peaks of southern 
Colorado. I was quite pleased with myself, hiking 
along at a pace alongside my companions, both of 
whom are at least ten years younger than I am. We 
had been making our way up the slopes for about 
two hours, and while the air was getting thinner, 
my breath and energy seemed fine. Suddenly, I felt 
a strange tingling in my left arm. I did not wish to 
alarm my companions, nor remind them that they 
were walking with a septuagenarian. “Judith,” my 
friend called out. “You are walking too lightly.” 
The sound of her voice seemed so far away. A 
sharp turn, and I tripped on a tree root. Instantly, 

I landed on my left arm, bruising my ego and 
most of my left side. Eikev Tishmaon. If only I had 
listened.
Eikev. If only. In Modern Hebrew Eikev has yet 
another meaning as well - heel. If only you will be 
mindful as to where you place your heels. I slipped and 
fell, because I did not plant my feet firmly.  Were 
my hiking days now over? Was I to lose all hope?
Revelation came but two days later, in REI, the 
Mecca of all Outdoors. Browsing among the 
recycled hiking shoes, I suddenly understood. 
Tread. My old green Nikes, the ones that make 
me look like Kermit the Frog, are comfy, but have 
no tread at all. Worn smooth, they could not grip 
the trail, guiding my feet in the right direction.  
The  Torah rules, the ethical guidelines, are like 
cleats, the knobs and ridges on hiking shoes that 
hold us fast to the path. It is always a slippery 
slope, but without the rules, the guideposts of our 
tradition, it’s pretty hopeless.
Honor thy Father and Mother. Keep the Shabbat. Give 
the land a Shabbat, a year of rest, every seven years. 
Take care of the widow, the orphan and the stranger. 
Love your fellow human being as yourself. Do not deal 
basely with your countryman. You shall not hate your 
fellow human being in your heart. Eikev Tishmaon. 
If only we, and those who guide our country, 
could hear these instructions spoken thousands of 
years ago.  This is our only hope for our future.  
Is anybody listening?
With great hope for this New Year

Rabbi Judith  HaLevy

Security Upgrade at TJC
The security system at the Taos Jewish Center has been upgraded to 
include full time monitoring and better coverage of the facility.
For more info, contact Bruce Ross (bross@taosnet.com, 575-758-7174)



In Memorium
The Taos Jewish Center sends its heartfelt 

condolences to Marci Kipnis and her family,  
on the death of her beloved mother, 

Gayle Schneider
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The Little Taos Torah “Oh, how fascinating,” he exclaimed. “Look here, it’s 
opened to Vayyahel, Exodus 35 where G-d commands the 
people to build an Ark.  How serendipitous!  You know 
this Torah would be perfect for your Minyan.” 
That day, February 4, 1996, coincided with the portion, 
Yitro, Exodus 18, wherein the Hebrew people stood at 
Sinai and accepted the Decalogue saying, “All that the 
Lord has spoken, we will do.” 
Brian estimated the little Torah to be about 150 years 
old and it probably came from Germany.  Somehow it 
escaped the Holocaust.  A small Sefer Torah like this one 
would have been owned by a pious Jew who used it when 
he traveled, a kind of “laptop” Torah.  
“If this had been a couple years ago,” Brian said, “I 
would have just given it to you, but now I’m afraid I 
must get some monetary reimbursement.”  After an 
hour of discussing terms and conditions, the little Torah 
was delicately loaded into the car.  We also took a truck 
load of books that we stored until Brian made other 
arrangements. 
Later that year, Bruce Ross transported the Torah to 
Chicago where Rabbi Moshe Shaingarten, a certifier 
Sofer, repaired and authenticated it. Roberta Lerman 
made the blue velvet cover that now protects the 
parchment.It remains a living, vibrant part of our Taos 
Jewish history.  When the Minyan stopped meeting 
several years ago, the Torah was given to the Taos Jewish 
Center where it rests safe and ready for the next service.

Bruce Grossman

During the Yom Kipper services last year, Roger Lerman 
shared the compelling journey of the B’nai Shalom Torah, 
which we are so fortunate to have in our community. 
In addition to the Torah purchased by the Taos Jewish 
Center, another “little” Torah resides in the ark.  It 
belonged to the Taos Minyan.  
The Taos Minyan formed in June 1993 and served as 
a prayer and study group for over fifteen years. In the 
beginning we met in people’s home and later convened 
in the Apple Tree restaurant, in what is now Lambert’s 
upstairs bar.  The initial group included Roger and 
Roberta Lerman, Bruce Ross, Ron Kalom, Ted Dimond, 
Hank Saxe, Cynthia Patterson and myself. We did not 
have a Torah, nor had there been any interest in acquiring 
one. But then, something remarkable happened. 
Ron Kalom received a call from Taos artist Larry Bell, 
telling him that Brian Deutsche, an eccentric man who’d 
been living lavishly in Valdez had come to his studio and 
deposited piles of antique, esoteric Jewish books into his 
care. He imagined Larry could somehow take them off his 
hands!  
Deutsche was learned in ancient Jewish Law, had even been 
consulted by Jewish religious courts called Bet Dins. Now,  
in desperate financial straits and about to lose his house, he 
must sell his Jewish library or at least park it safely. 
Minyan  members Ron Kalom, Hank Saxe, Cynthia 
Patterson, Roger Lerman and I visited Brian’s home to 
examine the books first-hand.  Imagine, museum-quality 
books dating back to the sixteenth and seventeenth 
century in Valdez! How was this possible?
Before us was an extraordinary array -- an ancient copy of 
the Zohar, a first edition of Torah commentary by Don 
Isaac Abarbanel, treasurer to King Alfonso V of Portugal 
in the fifteenth century; a Chumash that might have been 
used by the Gaon of Vilna; a complete edition of the 
Babylonian Talmud. 
The Minyan could make no use of these treasures, but we 
agreed to safeguard the books for the time being.
We were about to load them up when Brian said, “I can 
truly understand how these books aren’t relevant to your 
group, but I do have one thing -- a small Torah scroll that 
would be perfect for your Minyan.” 
We looked at each other in astonishment.  Did we wish to 
see it?!  
The little Torah sat at the far end of the table draped in a 
frayed, blue linen cover, looking tired and neglected, like a 
child’s doll that hadn’t been handled in many years.  Brian 
carefully unfurled the scroll.  
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One fall day in 1996, I found myself in search of Rosh 
Hashanah and was directed to the Public Library. I found 
the service and took a seat in the back. A tall, bearded 
man with a rabbinical presence and theatre voice opened 
the mahzor and, without so much as a page number, began 
reading from the side of the room. He paced the floor and 
recited. We followed. Taos’ Yiddishe Pied Piper.
As the sun alit from the skies, the chanting took on a 
cadence, a pulse. I went inward, towards another place. 
Magnificent words spilled off the pages as we read, the 
spirits of Belarus melding with the Taos evening. No 
break, no talk, no announcements, no attention outward. 
If a man says he is holy, he most certainly is not, Ron 
would say. A Tzaddik in peltz! The service ended, we closed 
our books and left. Who was that masked man?!
I held Ron in awe from then on, and found it thrilling to 
be in his company. He made you feel as though you were 
on a train, going somewhere new and exciting.
In 2003, I founded and edited this very publication, 
HaKol. Ron was an enthusiastic supporter and an early 
inspiration. He told me, with great conviction, that in fifty 
years, people will know what it was like to be Jewish in 
Taos because of me. You are recording our history! It took 
me aback.

Ron was my secret weapon. With a deadline looming, and 
a few thousand words yet to come forth, I would seek 
him out at the Spa, often finding him wearing nothing but 
a toothbrush and a towel. He was always so pleased to see 
me. We would have a spirited conversation, and I would 
leave percolating with ideas. He never knew. 
Ron wrote for HaKol under his nom de plume, The Kotzker of 
Taos. He would deliver his work to my place of business 
in a repurposed envelope, dropping it with whoever was 
closest to the door lest he should interrupt me at my 
work. He typed his cryptic missives on an old manual 
typewriter, requiring me to enter everything on the 
computer, word by word. I did not delegate this, nor did I 
ask him to update his technology. This ritual was his design 
and required my attention to his every word. His prose was 
unpredictable, wild and compelling, with an e e cummings-
like playfulness around caps and punctuation.
Ron Kalom was a man of unvarnished truth. He left the 
pulp and seeds in everything. For his loved ones, I quote 
the Kotzker Rebbe who said, There is nothing so whole as a 
broken heart. 
For Ron himself, I further borrow from the Kotzker, who 
said, Death is no big deal … like walking from one room to a 
better one.”
May his memory be a blessing. 

Karl S. Halpert, May 29, 2019

Remembering Ron Kalom

I’ll always appreciate Roger’s dedication to and 
involvement with the TJC during my leadership years. Yet 
when I think about Roger, it is about friendship. Roger 
and I were good friends for over twenty years before I 
reclaimed my Judaism and became part of the Jewish 
community.
I met Roger in the spring of 1982 when we both were 
on a softball team called the “Taos Iron.” I had finished 
graduate school and had left Boston less than a year 
earlier so I recognized his accent immediately. The Boston 
Celtics were the defending world champions and we 
quickly bonded over our mutual love for that incredible 
team led by Larry Bird. 
The thing that kept Roger and I close for decades was 
poker. I’m not sure if playing poker was a condition of 
marriage, but fortunately Roberta liked to play too so we 
gained another regular at the table. I played hundreds of 
poker games at the Lermans’ over the years. We played 
“dealer’s choice” and Rogers favorite game was our most 
vicious, “Kings”; simple 5 card stud but it took a pair of 
kings or better to win so bluffing was rampant. If you 
folded and no one had kings or better, the cards were re-
dealt and the pot stayed put minus you. 
In 1986, I started to build my off-grid house and Roger 
taught me to tile and plumb. I rarely started a project 
without getting Roger’s advice first. He frequently lent me 
tools, always with the same admonishment; “You know 

I don’t usually loan out my tools so take good care of 
them.”
I got married in 1991 and our families socialized often. 
I have many photos of our kids together. Roger made 
my first daughter Alyssa a beautiful toy box out of pine, 
which we still have. 
In the early nineties the Celtics went public and Roger 
immediately bought in. Shortly thereafter he called 
and asked for my Social Security number. He wouldn’t 
tell me why, but I gave it to him. About a week later 
he presented me with a certificate in my name for five 
shares of Boston Celtic stock. He wanted us to be 
co-owners of the Celtics together. Such was Roger’s 
generosity.
This is a hard fall sports season for me. I miss our on-
going sports banter. We emailed and phoned each other 
constantly about sports. So much is happening with our 
teams in basketball, baseball and football, but I have no 
one to share the excitement. 
I think about Roger almost daily. As a friend, Roger is 
not replaceable. Collaborating in regards to the TJC 
added another layer to our friendship but it is the almost 
daily fooling around we did over trivial sports matters 
that I will miss the most. 
Rest in peace, friend.

Gary Atias, August 26, 2019

Remembering RoGER LERMAN



Eretz Shalom Cemetery is located on the Llano Mesa, 
south of Taos. (From SR 240, turn on Tom Holder Rd to W. Romero Rd, 
right on Cactus Flower Rd to intersection with Glory Rd). Affordable 
plots are available on a pre-need or as-needed basis. It is important 
to you and your family to have your arrangements planned out. 
Steve Natelson (758-1094), Bruce Ross and  Bruce Grossman are 
the cemetery administrators and seek persons interested in being 
involved in this sacred task. 
Yartzeit Records To add or correct a Yartzeit record, 
please contact Bruce Grossman at grossman@taosnet.com.

Candlelighting for  
Shabbat, holidays & Havdalah

When  Torah    Havdalah__
9/13/19, 6:58 pm Ki Teitzei    9/14/19, 7:53 pm
9/20/19, 6:48 pm Leil Selichot 9/21/19, 7:43 pm
9/27/19, 6:38 pm Nitzavim   9/28/19, 7:33 pm
9/29/19, 6:30pm Erev Rosh Hashanah
9/30/19,  7:36 pm Rosh Hashanah
10/1/19, 7:35pm Rosh Hashanah II 10/1/19, 7:36 pm
10/4/19, 6:22 pm Vayeilech  10/5/19, 7:29 pm
10/8/19, 6:17 pm Erev Yom Kippur
10/9/19  Yom Kippur  7:23 pm
10/11/19, 6:12 pm Ha’Azinu  10/12/19, 7:19 pm
10/13/19, 6:10 pm Erev Sukkot 10/14/19, 7:16 pm
    10/15/19, 7:15 pm
10/18/19, 6:03 pm Sukkot  10/19/19, 7:10 pm
10/20/19, 6:00 pm Sukkot  
10/21/19, 7:07 pm Shmini Atzeres 
10/22/19  Simchas Torah 7:06 pm
10/25/19, 5:54 pm Bereshis  10/26/19, 7:01 pm
11/1/19, 5:47 pm Noach  11/2/19, 6:54 pm
11/8/19, 4:40 pm Lech-Lecha 11/9/19, 5:47 pm
11/15/19, 4:35 pm Vayera  11/16/19, 5:42 pm
11/22/19, 4:31 pm Chayei Sara 11/23/19. 5:39 pm
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July24, 2019, Stephen Natelson presided at a meeting 
of interested members of B’nai Shalom and the Taos 
Jewish Center, to discuss the Eretz Shalom Cemetery, 
Taos’s sole Jewish cemetery. It is owned by Havurah 
B’nai Shalom, a non-profit corporation, bequeathed on 
6/30/1992 by David Saxe of the Adele Saxe Family Trust. 
Stephen explained the grid of gravesite and the logistics 
of how a grave is measured and how a burial occurs. 
At present, Eretz Shalom has plots for 144 burials and 
36 cremations. Twenty five percent of the plots are 
spoken for, half of which are occupied. Full cemetery 
plots are available pre-need and as needed, for $300 per 
4x8’ plot, and plots for the burial of cremation remains 
are available. 
Cemetery maintenance is needed regularly (April to 
October), to prevent nature from absorbing the burial 
sites. Rabbi Judith HaLevy made an impassioned plea 
for aesthetic and functional improvements, explaining 
that the cemetery needs to honor those buried there. 

The land is spare, arid and undeveloped. Shelter is 
needed to provide some shade for visitors; benches 
would be welcome. The question is how to maintain 
it in a way that is consistent with the sacred space and 
financial improvements. A committee was formed to 
address this issue. 
The cemetery currently has no water supply. (By 
tradition hands are washed upon leaving a Jewish 
cemetery.) Membership in the local water board 
(Ranchos de Taos MDWCA) is available, and connection 
point has been established for Eretz Shalom Cemetery. 
To access the water will cost $2500-3500 (plus initial 
plumbing costs) for membership, then a monthly water 
bill after landscaping is accomplished. 
The Rivera Funeral Home will continue to serve the 
local community and accommodate Jewish ritual needs, 
including preparation of the deceased (Tahara), prayer 
space and the availability of a Kosher pine casket.
    Karen Kerschen

Eretz Shalom Cemetery -- Addressing our resting place

Stephen Colbert
What do you think happens 
 when we die?
Keanu Reeves
I know that the ones who love us   
will miss us.
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As early as 8th century BCE, when Assyria 
conquered as many as ten of the twelve tribes, 
the Israelite tribe of Mannaseh cut ties and 
migrated far afield, eventually to east India, near 
the Myanmar border. Despite their isolation, the 
community retained their stories, held tenaciously 
to identity and religious practice. In recent years 
many of B’nai Menashe, as they are known, have 
made Aliyah to Israel, where they’ve settled in the 
Galilee town of Afula and near Be’er Sheva, where 
a cultural heritage center for Jews of India is being 
formed. 

I yell, “Negativity!” fling bread
Into the Rio Grande, Rosh Hashana
This year, 5757, year of drought, loss,
Too many young deaths. Rare rainy

Afternoon, three menopausal women
Scanning our bodies, our tapped hearts
For what has missed the mark.
We call them sins. Tum from each other

Searching our core. “Lust, greed.
Lack of discipline!” Flag of my ego, shards
Of braided bread. “Passivity, hard-heartedness.”
We scour our crannies for crumbs, throw

Sin into forgiving current. Downstream
Three strangers shoot a roll of film,
Capturing while we, for now, release.
The Rio Grande always was a prayer.

The river washes, washes, a giant tear.
Picture Moses lifted. Picture the Sea
Of Reeds, all that water has been made to bear.
Teshuvah means tum inward.

Ask for inscription in a holy year.
Lately, the years hold lessons we’ve come
To fear. We dip apples in honey for sweetness,
Ask to be inscribed in the Book of Life.

We fling the last piece in silence, naming
To ourselves what we won’t frame
In the chosen air. We hold back
Nothing from the river. Emptier, we leave,

Drive south. Good medicine of river. God
Who knows about turning
Noise into silence, air into bird, water into fish,
Takes these morsels and makes a river in us.
  -- Joan Logghe, 
    from Another Desert: Jewish Poetry of New Mexico,

Sherman Asher Publishing, 1998          .

Tashlich at Embudo Crossing
This is the day the world is conceived. On this day

all living creatures stand up for discernment -- Rabbi Chavah Carp

B’nai Menashe

Photo by Diane Friedman.Shown are Isaac Thangom, a member of B’nai Menashe, with Sabra Minkus, 
of the Jewish Federation; and Israeli author and translator, Hillel Halkin, whose book, Across the 
Sabbath River: In Search of a Lost Tribe of Israel, relates this singular story.

Karen Kerschen



TJC Monthly Shabbatons  The second Friday of each month, Rabbi Judith HaLevy conducts Kabbalat 
Shabbatons at TJC. After a potluck dinner, we light Shabbat candles and the Rabbi conducts a service and discussion.
Shabbat morning Minyan is followed by contemporary Torah Study, led by the Rabbi.  
Check out Rabbi Judith’s videos of the parashat on the TJC website at taosjewishcenter.org/sermons.
B’nai Shalom Shabbats  Friday night Shabbats (third Friday of the month) celebrated in people’s homes offer 
heimishe spirituality, topical discussions and delicious potluck food. Would you like to host a gathering? Others can 
help set up and clean up. Contact Annette Rubin (575-776-5426 or rubin.annette@gmail.com).

B’nai Shalom Mitzvah Fund  Make a tax-deductable donation to help someone local who is in need. 
Contact Bette Myerson (575-758-3376 or bette@taosnet.com).

TJC Women’s Book Group meets the third Monday of the month at 11:30am in the TJC 
library.. Bring a snack or lunch, we shmooze, then start our book discussion at 12:15pm. 
It’s a stimulating and welcoming group, so come even if you haven’t read the book.For 
more information contact Diane Friedman,  dianecda5@gmail.com. 

We celebrated Teddy Lachterman’s 92nd birthday at August book group! 

Here’s our upcoming books list:
September 16: Pachinko, by Min Jin Lee
October 21: Where the Crawdads Sing, by Delia Owens
November 18: The Essex Serpent, by Sarah Perry
December 16: Not Our Kind, by Kitty Zeldis

The TJC Library catalog is now available online at www.taosjewishcenter.org/tjc-library. 
Efforts are underway to trim the collection in the coming months and make way for estate gifts.

Program Committee Volunteer and lend a hand. It’s fun! 
Contact Lucy Melamed at lucymmel@hotmail.com or Beth Levine at beth@bethlevine.com

Chaverim of TJC The Chaverim (Hebrew for Friends or Volunteers) can provide assistance and support to members of 
our congregation, such as rides to appointments, picking up groceries, prescriptions, or borrowing library books. Send 
your request to tjc@newmex.com, with Chaverim in the subject line or call the TJC at 575-758-8615.
Meals for the Men’s Homeless Shelter  Distribution of meals every 3rd Thursday. Food is collected at the 
TJC. Please be part of this important community mitzvah. Contact Roberta at rlerman57@gmail.com.

Taos Elders and Neighbors Together (TENT) (TaosElders.org) is a 
membersip, non-denominational community organization to provide 
transportation, caregiver relief and minor home repairs to help elders 
maintain independence at home. For further information, call 575-613-6335.  

Being Involved

SUKKOT celebration
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FILM SCREENING

Thursday, Sept, 26th
7 pm @ the TJC
An award-winning Canadian documentary that 
explores the role of Jewish comedians in the 
history of North American comedy and and 
humor from the Borscht Belt to the present day. 
The film includes hilarious performance clips 
of Jewish comedy performers and writers of the 
20th and 21st centuries.



Your favorite winter squash
2 TBL Butter
1/2 C honey
Water or juice
salt

1. Prepare the squash: Steam seeded halved or cut-up 
squash for 20-40 minutes. Or, brush halves with butter 
and bake face down for 20-60 minutes.
2. Put cooked and cut-up or mashed squash into an 
oiled, oven-proof dish.
3. Combine in a saucepan 1/2 cup of honey, 2 table-
spoons of butter, 2 tablespoons water or juice
    and a little salt. Bring to a boil: Pour over squash.
4.Bake at 350 degrees for 20 minutes

Easy Honey-Glazed Winter Squash
I usually use buttercup squash, but anything works.  I serve 
it as a side dish with any meal. You can’t really calculate 
portions, because it depends on the size of the squash you use.  
    Roberta Lerman  

SUKKOT celebration
Join us under the pergola at Bette Myerson’s home for an 

inspiring Sukkot gathering -- a service and potluck -- on 
Sunday, October 20th, at 3:00pm. Bring something to adorn 

the sukkah and food or drink to share. 
RSVP  for address -- 

bette@taosnet.com or (575) 758-3376. 
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 Kugel
This was a hit at a TJC holiday pot luck.
Camille Ovitz contributed this recipe, from The Food Family and Tradition Cookbook, by Lynn Kirsche 
Shapiro, a friend of her sister, Esther Matassarin in Skokie, Chicago.

8 ounces medium dried egg noodles,  
      cooked and drained
4 eggs
1 8-ounce can crushed pineapple with juice
1/2 cup sugar
1/2 cup raisins
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
2 tablespoons oil
1 cup of corn flakes for topping

1. Preheat oven to 350 F. 
2. Beat the eggs in a large bowl.
3. Add the noodles, pineapple, cinnamon, sugar and 
raisins. Mix well.
4. Oil the bottom and sides of a 9x9-inch non reactive 
baking pan.  
5. Pour in the mixture.  
6. Top with corn flakes.
7. Bake until the top is crispy golden brown and and the 
kugel is firm. About an hour.
8. Cut into 4x4-inch squares and enjoy..
Note:  we like to make it 24 hrs in advance, refrigerate, 
cut and reheat for Shabbat.

Friday,  Nov. 8th to Sunday, Nov. 10, the NM Jewish Historical Society will be holding 
their conference at the Sagebrush Inn. The TJC will be hosting attendees for our Friday 
evening service. Rabbi Judith HaLevy is conference’s keynote speaker on Saturday.  
TJC members may attend for the reduced price of $55.00. To date, no itinery is posted.



Please Support our Business Sponsors and Consider 
Sponsoring the TJC & HaKol!

Planning to a trip to Israel?
In need of Bar/Bat Mitzvah preparation?
Wanting to improve your Hebrew literacy?
Call TJC member and experienced Hebrew tutor, 
Judah Botzer (a native speaker) (575)-751-0779 

Hebrew Lessons

In the spirit of community,  
HaKol can list skills or services that you offer 
as a livelihood or to share.  
Email kkerschen@gmail.com. 

TJC member and retired physical therapist,  
Gary Shapiro, would like to offer an ongoing  
tai chi class. His contact information is  
(631)-461-5303 or taichipt@gmail.com



NATELSON LAW FIRM
411 CAMINO DE LA PLACITA

TAOS, NEW MEXICO 87571-6192

(575) 758-4844
FAX (575) 758-9283

STEPHEN NATELSON
natelsonstephen@qwestoffice.net
JUDITH KASPER, ASSOCIATE

jkasper@qwestoffice.net

Staff
Tomasita E. Garcia, Paralegal

10

Possible Rummage Sale
Are you a born organizer? 
How would you like to coordinate  
a possible rummage sale in the Spring?
TJC is looking for someone to step up!
Contact Lucy Melamed  
(lucymmel@hotmail.com) to develop a plan.



TJC Annual Membership Pledge 
5780 (2019-2020)

    Name _________________________________________________________    Date_____________ 
_____ R enewing  _____  New Membership         Individual ____ Family _____

Last name ____________________    First name _____________   DOB ______    Email_____________________________
Last name ____________________    First name _____________   DOB ______    Email_____________________________

Child ’s Last name First name Birth date Child ’s age and grade in Sept.

Mailing address ____________________________________________________________________________
Physical address ____________________________________________________________________________

Land line _____________________  Cell phone__________________ Cell phone _________________

The Taos Jewish Center, a faith-based non-profit 501c3 organization,  
is a beneficiary agency of the Jewish Federation of New Mexico.

All donations are tax deductible � greatly appreciated. 
The Taos Jewish Center is located at 1335 Gusdorf Road, Suite R, Taos, NM 87571. 

Visit our website  at taosjewishcenter.org. Email us at tjc@newmex.com. Call us at (575)-758-8615.
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Membership Level  Sustaining -- $ 1854 and above _____________
Platinum -- $ 1440 ______________
Contributing -- $ 720 ________________

     Family -- $375 _________ Individual -- $ 200 _________
     Student -- $ 90_________ 

other  _________  
(Please call us at (575) 758-8615 to discuss what you can afford.)

Ongoing Community support -- always appreciated!
Rabbi Fund _____________
Torah Fund ____________
High Holy Days Pledge ________   Yom Kippur Break-the-fast ($10.00) ________

          I pledge to payin Full _________________  Monthly ________  Quarterly ________
By Check __________ By PayPal (taosjewishcenter.org) ______  

 If by Credit Card _____, phone number ________________________
Note: A 3% service charge will be added to all Credit Card payments. 

To pay by credit card, call  575 / 758 - 8615 and leave a message. 
Someone from TJC will call you back to make the transaction. 

Mail form and check to Taos Jewish Center, 1335 Gusdorf Road, Suite R, Taos NM 87571.

A new budget item -- security
necessitates increased membership rates. 

Please be generous.

 Yahrtzeits
Name _________________________________________ Date _____________   
Name _________________________________________ Date _____________   
Name _________________________________________ Date _____________   



Support The Taos Jewish Center (TJC)  
Membership at any level includes participation  

at all High Holy Days services, as well as community 
 gatherings and events throughout the year.

No family or individual is turned away for lack of funds.

Add your name with a donation  
that remembers a lifetime.

A book of the Torah-- $ 1800 - $ 7200
A Favorite Parasha-- $ 180 - $ 1800

RaBBI Fund
Your generous donation supports the TJC’s  

festive, stimulating  monthly Shabbaton weekends 
with Rabbi Judith HaLevy.

Friday night potluck dinner & Kabbalat Shabbat.
Saturday morning Shabbat service � Torah study

Sponsor -- $ 600.
Co-Sponsor -- $ 300.

Associate Sponsor -- $ 150.
Chai -- $ 18.00  - $ 180.

Build the Taos Jewish Center Legacy
Your charitable contributions sustain our growing Jewish community and provide a home for Jews in 
Taos for generations to come. Consider contributing  through planned-giving vehicles.

 Bequests -- Include the TJC in your will or living trust.
 Life Insurance -- Name the TJC as a beneficiary.
 Gifts of stock or securities -- Donate and get a significant tax deduction.

Torah Fund
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Taos Jewish Center
1335 Gusdorf Road, Suite R
Taos, NM 87571
(575) 758-8615
Email: tjc@newmex.com

Website: taosjewishcenter.org


