
To eradicate the Jewish heritage during the Holocaust, 
Torah scrolls and ceremonial items throughout Eastern 
Europe were routinely destroyed or hoarded as trophies by 
the Nazis. 
When Hitler’s Nazi forces invaded Czechoslovakia in 
1939, ransacking of Jewish artifacts was widespread, but 
incomplete. In 1942, the Nazis ordered all ‘historically 
valuable’ Jewish items in the region to be sent to Prague 
with the aim of collecting and evaluating the most 
precious and expensive Judaica. 
Surprisingly, the Jewish Community of Prague saw this 
as an opportunity to ensure the protection of the most 
sacred texts of Bohemia and Moravia. Some 1,564 Torah 
Scrolls were warehoused in Prague.  
After the war, the scrolls fell into the hands of the British, 
who first tried to find their rightful communities, which 
in most cases no longer existed. They were brought to 
England and the Westminster Project (the Memorial 
Scrolls Trust) was established to restore & repair them, and 
to seek needy communities around the world in which to 
house them.
One of these Holocaust-surviving Torah scrolls came to 
Taos in 1983, entrusted to B’nai Shalom Havurah. It once 
belonged to the Pinkas Synagogue in Prague. 

In 2014, the Holocaust Torah needed 
restoration, since parts of the klaf (cowhide) 
had become wrinkled and the letters were 
falling off. 
B’nai Shalom sought out a sofer (a Jewish 
scribe) to make the repairs.
Rabbi Moshe Gruin, the first to examine 
it, noticed a puncture wound in the Torah 
that had been sewn up. He speculated that 
it came from a dagger or bayonet — perhaps 
the congregation had the Torah out when the 
Nazis came and they stabbed it! 
Eventually the Torah was repaired by Rabbi 
Kevin Hale, whom a B’nai Shalom member 
met at Temple Israel (now a pioneer Jewish 
museum) in Leadville, Colorado. Rabbi Hale 
dated the scroll from around 1770, judging by 
its Kabbalistic script.
The Holocaust Torah Scroll has a modern 
cover from Jerusalem, a portable ark of 
cedar wood (so it can wander in the desert of 
northern New Mexico), and has been used for 
numerous Bar & Bat Mitzvot here in Taos and 
for holidays and services. It is now  
semi-retired, due to its age & fragility.

  -- Roger Lerman

Holocaust Torah of B’nai Shalom Havurah 

A toy  on exhibit at NYC’s Jewish Museum. 
See the spring below the podium? When 
touched, the figure daavens in the traditional 
back-and-forth movement.  

-- Karen Kerschen

Photographs show damages from age. 

On learning the story of the Holocaust Torah, I researched background 
sources to flesh out this remarkable history — fascinating reading. Ed.

www.holocaustresearchproject.org/nazioccupation/sudetenland.html
www.memorialscrollstrust.org
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pinkas_Synagogue
www.jewishleadville.org
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Friday, Dec. 21, 5 pm, B’nai Shalom Shabbat, volunteer to host?
Friday, Jan. 4, 2019, 6 pm at TJC. Kabbalat Shabbat.  
Shared meal and service with Rabbi Judith HaLevy.
Saturday, Jan. 5, 9:30 am, TJC Shabbat Minyan, led by Rabbi 
Judith, followed by Torah study (Vaera), 10:30 am - noon.
Friday, Jan. 18, 5 pm, B’nai Shalom Shabbat for Tu B’shvat, 
hosted by Annette and Richard Rubin. RSVP 575-776-5426.
Friday, Feb. 8, 6 pm at TJC. Kabbalat Shabbat.  
Shared meal and service with Rabbi Judith HaLevy.
Saturday, Feb. 9, 9:30 am, TJC Shabbat Minyan, led by Rabbi 
Judith, followed by Torah study (Terumah), 10:30 am - noon.
Friday, Feb. 15, 5 pm, B’nai Shalom Shabbat,  
hosted by Gary Atias. RSVP 575-770-7669.
Friday, Mar. 8, 6 pm at TJC. Kabbalat Shabbat.  
Shared meal and service with Rabbi Judith HaLevy.
Saturday, Mar. 9, 9:30 am, TJC Shabbat Minyan, led by Rabbi 
Judith, followed by Torah study (Pekudel), 10:30 am - noon.
Friday, Mar. 15, 5 pm, B’nai Shalom Shabbat, volunteer to host? 

Upcoming Kabbalat Shabbaton Dates  
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